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propose either to abolish property or collectivize it. He attacked
the communists and the socialists with almost as much vehem-
ence as he attacked the property owners. And during the
years immediately preceding the Revolution of 1848, in a
series of violent but eloquent outbursts, he brought out the
weaknesses of the existing economic system and of all the sug-
gested alternatives, leaving the mind of the reader somewhat
confused, but with one impression standing out with great
vividness, namely that labour was being defrauded of its just
reward. It was in this respect that he must be regarded as
preparing the way for Marx. Marx, indeed, attacked many
of Proudhon's doctrines, for the latter was an extraordinary
mixture of contradictions, which included at least as much of
that which was opposed to Marxism as of that which was in
sympathy with it,

Rodbertus

One step nearer to State socialism was Rodbertus, a man
whose doctrines are less confused and contradictory than those
of Proudhon, but who, nevertheless, hesitated to go the whole
distance towards the socialization of wealth. He was a German
landowner, and it was chiefly his fear of the consequences of a
revolution carried out by the uneducated masses which prevented
him from giving whole-hearted support to socialism. He
pointed out, perhaps more clearly than any of his predecessors,
that under the existing system production is carried on to satisfy
effective demand, not to satisfy the people's needs. Unless the
power to purchase is available as well as the desire to possess,
goods will not be produced. And the power to purchase is
largely in the hands of individuals who have never worked.
It is they who determine to a great extent the direction of pro-
duction and cause a considerable part of the efforts of labour
to be used up in the satisfaction of less urgent wants, while the
primary needs of many members of the community remain un-
satisfied. This would be remedied if the power to purchase were
distributed justly. Rodbertus's canon of distribution was that
each should receive according to his contribution to production.